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Katja Utroša

 

Uvodnik

Migracijesonačinživljenja.
ZbranadvojezičnabesedilasoizšlaizaktivnostikolektivaInfokolpapreteklih

nekajlet.Obravnavajoizsekezbalkanskemigracijskepoti,kiseraztezačezBal-
kanskipolotok,obenempanaslavljajoizziveinkluzijevSlovenijiinpreiskujejo
razmerevdržaviizvoraMaroku.
Infokolpa izvira iz bojev za svobodo gibanja v zdaj že porušeni Avtonomni

tovarniRogvLjubljani,predvsemizprostoraSecondHome,kise jenahajalv
stavbivjugovzhodnemdelutovarneindelovalkotkaravanseraj,kijeljudemna
potipoodprtjubalkanskegamigracijskegakoridorjaleta2015ponujalzatočišče,
hrano,oblačilaintudidružbenopolitičnopodporo.
Infokolpajemedletoma2018in2022,vobdobjuintenzivnihnezakonitihvra-

čanjnaslovensko-hrvaškimeji,podrobnejespremljaladogajanjenameji(border 
monitoring).
Odpomladi2022upravlja skupnostniprostor Info-officevLjubljani.Name-

njenjeljudemnapoti,prosilcemzamednarodnozaščito,beguncem,tujimde-
lavcem, mednarodnim študentom ter lokalnim in mednarodnim aktivistom.
Nudi infrastrukturoza skupnostnedejavnosti, skupščine,delavnice,predava-
nja,druženje,igro,distribucijohumanitarnepomočiterpodporopripostopkih
vzvezizmednarodnozaščito,delom,bivanjem,iskanjemstanovanj,združitvijo
družinipd.
Zbranabesedilasoplodtegadogajanja.
Davosrčjumigracijskihpoti ostajajo ljudje,poudarjauvodniesejRazgaljeni 

na meji – hladne meje, še hladnejša srcairanskegapolitičnegabeguncainblogerja
SiyavashaShahabija,kidelujevGrčiji.Njegovaprvoosebnapripovedjekritika
mejnegarežima,ki izhaja izpoložajaujetihnamejah,vbegunskihtaboriščih,
administrativnihlabirintihinnenazadnjemrežahtihotapcev.
TokratnidosjeV iskanju »dostojanstva in normalnega življenja«jerezultatskup-

ščininparticipativnihpredavanjsprosilcizamednarodnozaščito,predvsems
tistimi,kiprihajajoizMaroka,kigaSlovenijasmatrakotvarnodržavoizvora.V
letih2023in2024Maročanitvorijonajštevilčnejšoskupinoprosilcevzamedna-
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rodnozaščitovSlovenijiinsotudinajpogostejšiobiskovalciInfo-officea.
Slovenijaostajatranzitnadržava:večinajoprečkainnadaljujeprotiosrednji

inzahodniEvropi.PodrobnejšipregleddogajanjaopravijoavtorjičlankaRazvoj 
razmer na balkanski poti – Slovenija, ki izpostavljajo, da jev letih2023 in2024
Slovenijazabeležilaenonajvišjih številneregularnihprehodovmejodzaprtja
balkanskegakoridorjaleta2015.Povečanoštevilojeprivedlodoprezasedenosti
azilnihcentrov,sprožilonegativneodzivelokalnegaprebivalstva–terobenem
pokazalo,dakljubtehnologijaminpraksamnadzorabalkanskamigracijskapot
živi.
BarbaraBeznecvčlankuMeje v gibanju – od fizičnih meja do sociotehničnih reži-

movpokaže,kakosemnožirazdeljevalnamočsodobnegamejnegarežima,kiga
opredelisprocesideteritorializacije,privatizacije,eksternalizacijeindigitaliza-
cije.Vendarpaizpostavitudialternativnetokove,kisetemtrendomzoperstav-
ljajo.Mednjimisubjektivnostinsolidarnostnepraksetistih,kipotujejopomi-
gracijskihpoteh,kakortudinaporelokalnihintransnacionalnihsolidarnostnih
inaktivističnihkolektivovinmrež.
Vendar pa migracije družbam ne zastavljajo le vprašanj o svobodi gibanja,

temvečtudigledeinkluzijeinzagotavljanjaenakeobravnave.KajaGajšekinAi-
gulHakimovavčlankuVprašanje primernih stanovanj v Sloveniji s poudarkom na 
migrantihizpostavitastanovanjskoproblematiko,kisezaradiodsotnostinacio-
nalnihstanovanjskihstrategijinpolitikzaostruje.Posebejnajemnikiinmigran-
tisesoočajosštevilnimistanovanjskimiproblemi,vključnozvisokiminajemni-
nami in tekočimi stroški, slabimibivanjskimipogoji in splošnonestabilnostjo
terdiskriminacijopridostopudoprimernegastanovanja.
Infokolpajetudisopodpisnicajavnepobudeinpeticijezaizboljšanjeprogra-

movučenjaslovenskegajezikazatujce,kiopozarjanatežave,skaterimisesoo-
čajomigrantipriučenjuslovenskegajezikainvključevanjavdružbo.
SplošnejšeanalizeselotevaesejRefleksija o migracijahMaročanaAhmedaBou-

ladena,kijeprepotovalbalkanskomigracijskopot.Poudarjadolgozgodovinoin
raznolikostmigracijskihdejavnikov,nakaterevplivajotudineokolonialnaraz-
merjamoči,kipoglabljajoglobalneneenakosti.
PrevodnibesedilimaroškegarevolucionarjaMehdijaBenBarke,učiteljama-

tematike,sopodpisnikarazglasitvemaroškeneodvisnostiinpredsednikaprip-
ravljalnegaodbora trikontinentalnekonference, staporočili,ki ju je leta 1960
pripravil za konferenci vTunisu inBejrutu.Menimo, da gre zaprveprevode
njegovihtekstovvslovenščino.IzboravtorjaizhajaizInfokolpinegaspomladan-
skegabralnegakrožka(2024),nakateremsmopodtežogenocidavGazibrališe
TorkilaLauesena,HoChiMinha,MartinaLuthraKingaml.indruge.
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BenBarkajevnepojasnjenihokoliščinahizginilleta1965vParizu.Leta1956se
jemaroškakraljevinaosamosvojila.Vendarpapogojineodvisnostinisoodpra-
vili gospodarskih in političnih neenakosti, značilnih za kolonialne dinamike
moči,očemerjegovoriltudiBenBarka.Vpolitičnosituacijo,kijezaznamovala
MarokosrediprejšnjegastoletjavčasuosvobodilnihgibanjvAfriki,sepoglobi
intervjuzmaroškimpolitologomAbdelkbirjemSahirjem,kiživivSloveniji.Sa-
hiropišeživljenjeindelorevolucionarja–čigarprezgodnjasmrt,»političnizlo-
čin«, jezaznamovalarazvoj levihpolitikvpoosamosvojitvenemMaroku,obe-
nempanegativnovplivalanaglobalnoprotiimperialističnogibanje.
ZbranabesedilakolektivaInfokolpapoudarjajo,dasomigracijepredvsemčlo-

veškezgodbe,zaznamovaneziskanjemdostojanstvainsvobode.Kljubizzivom,
kijihprinašaletossprejetievropskipaktomigracijahinazilu,kolektivšenap-
rejgradiprostorsolidarnosti,opozarjanasistemskekriviceinspodbujapriza-
devanjazapravičnejšoinboljvključujočodružbo.
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Katja Utroša

 
Introduction

Migratingisawayoflife.
The bilingual texts, in English and Slovenian, stem from the Infokolpa col-

lective’sactivitiesoverthepastfewyears.TheyaddressexcerptsfromtheBal-
kanmigration route, which stretches across the Balkan Peninsula.They also
examinethechallengesofinclusioninSloveniaandinvestigatethesituationin
Morocco,afrequentcountryoforigin.
Infokolpahasitsrootsinthestrugglesforfreedomofmovementatthenow

demolished Rog Autonomous Factory in Ljubljana, in particular in the space
SecondHome,whichwaslocatedinabuildinginthesouth-easternpartofthe
factoryandfunctionedasacaravanseraiofferingshelter,food,clothingandso-
cio-politicalsupporttopeopleonthemoveaftertheopeningoftheBalkanmi-
grationcorridorin2015.
Between2018and2022,duringtheintenseperiodofpushbacksattheSlove-

nian-Croatianborder,Infokolpaconductedcomprehensivebordermonitoring,
callingattentiontoillegalborderpracticesoftheSlovenianstateandothers.
From 2022 onward, Infokolpa manages the Info-office community space

inLjubljana. It is intended for individuals in transit, applicants for internati-
onal protection, refugees, foreign workers, international students, and local
and international activists. It provides infrastructure for various community
activities, including assemblies, workshops, lectures, social events,
and the distribution of humanitarian aid. Additionally, it offers support
for procedures related to international protection, work, residence, housing,
familyreunification,etc.
Thetextsareaconsequenceoftheseefforts.
TheopeningessayStripped by the Border – Cold Borders, Colder Hearts bytheIra-

nianpoliticalrefugeeandbloggerSiyavashShahabi,basedinGreece,reinforces
thenotionthat individualscontinuetobeatthecoreofmigrationroutes.His
first-personaccountoffersacritiqueof theborderregimebasedontheexpe-
riencesofthosetrappedattheborders,inrefugeecamps,smugglingnetworks
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andadministrativelabyrinths.
ThedossierIn Pursuit of “Dignity and a Normal Life”documentsaseriesofas-

sembliesandparticipatorylecturesconductedwithapplicantsforinternational
protection,focusingonindividualswhoarrivedfromMorocco,whichSlovenia
deemsa safe countryof origin. In2023and2024,Moroccans constituted the
largest group of applicants for international protection in Slovenia andwere
alsothemostfrequentvisitorstotheInfo-office.
Sloveniacontinuestobeatransitcountry:mosttraversingtheBalkanroute

subsequentlyproceedtoCentralandWesternEurope.Amoredetailedoverview
isprovidedbytheauthorsofthearticleRecent Developments on the Balkan Route 
– Slovenia,whohighlight that in2023and2024,Sloveniarecordedoneof the
highestnumbersof irregularbordercrossingssincetheclosureof theBalkan
corridor in2015.Therise innumbershasresulted inovercrowding inasylum
centres and elicited adverse responses from the local population.However, it
hasalsoshownthatdespitetheincreasinguseoftechnologiesandpracticesof
control,theBalkanmigrationrouteremainsactive.
Inherarticle,Borders on the Move—From Physical Lines to Sociotechnical Regimes,

Barbara Beznec demonstrates how the divisive influence of the contemporary
borderregimeismultiplying.Shedefinesthephenomenonthroughanexamina-
tionoffourkeyprocesses:deterritorialisation,privatisation,externalisation,and
digitalisation.However,shealsodrawsattentiontoalternativecurrentsthatchal-
lengethesetrends.Theseincludethesubjectivityandsolidaritypracticesofthose
traversingmigratory routes and the efforts of local and transnational solidar-
ityandactivistcollectivesandnetworks.
Migrationdoesnotonlyposequestionsonfreedomofmovementbutalsoin-

clusionandensuringequaltreatment.Intheirarticle,The Issue of Adequate Hous-
ing in Slovenia with a Focus on Migrants,KajaGajšekandAigulHakimovaidentify
thehousingproblemas a significant challenge,particularly in theabsenceof
nationalhousingstrategiesandpolicies.Tenantsandmigrantsareparticular-
lyvulnerabletovarioushousing-relatedchallenges,includinghighrentalcosts
andassociatedexpenses,inadequatelivingstandards,andalackofstabilityand
accesstosuitablehousing.
Furthermore,Infokolpaisaco-signatoryofthepublicinitiativeandpetition

toimproveSlovenianlanguagelearningprogrammesforforeigners.Thisinitia-
tivehighlightsthechallengesfacedbymigrantsinlearningtheSlovenianlan-
guageandtheirinclusionintothewidersociety.
Inhisessay,Reflections on Migration,AhmedBouladen,aMoroccanwhohas

traversed the Balkanmigration route, draws attention to the lengthy history
andmultifacetednatureofmigrationdriversshapedbyneo-colonialpowerre-
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lationsthatservetodeepenglobalinequalities.
ThetwotextsbytheMoroccanrevolutionaryMehdiBenBarka,amathemat-

icsteacher,co-signatoryoftheProclamationofIndependenceofMoroccoand
chairmanof thepreparatorycommitteeof theTricontinentalConference,are
reports he prepared for conferences in Tunis and Beirut in 1960.We believe
thesearethefirsttranslationsofhistextsintotheSlovenianlanguage.Hewas
selectedforInfokolpa’sspringreadingcircle(2024),where,inthecontextofthe
ongoinggenocideinGaza,wealsoreadworksbyTorkilLauesen,HoChiMinh,
MartinLutherKingJr.andothers.
BenBarkadisappearedin1965inParisunderunexplainedcircumstances.In

1956,theMoroccanmonarchygaineditsindependence.However,aspointedout
byBenBarka,itsconditionsdidnotendtheeconomicandpoliticalinequalities
inherentincolonialpowerdynamics.TheinterviewwithAbdelkbirSahir,aMo-
roccanpolitical scientistbased inSlovenia, explores thepolitical context that
shapedMoroccoduring themid-twentiethcentury,particularly thedynamics
surroundingAfricanliberationmovements.Sahirprovidesanaccountofthelife
andworkoftherevolutionary,whoseprematuredeath,characterisedasa‘polit-
icalcrime’,precipitatedtheevolutionofleft-wingpoliticsinpost-independence
Moroccowhilesimultaneouslyexertingadetrimentalinfluenceontheglobalan-
ti-imperialistmovement.
Infokolpa’scollectedtextstrytodemonstratethatmigrationisacomplexphe-

nomenon comprising amultitude ofhuman storiesmarkedby the search for
dignityandfreedom.DespitethechallengesthenewEuropeanPactonMigra-
tionandAsylumbrings,thecollectivepersistsinestablishingspacesofsolidar-
ity,drawingattention tosystemic injusticesandpromotinga fairerandmore
inclusivesociety.
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Siyavash Shahabi

 

Stripped by the 
Border:  
Cold Borders,  
Colder Hearts

Thereissomethingaboutthecoldthatstripsawayallillusion.Itwaswinter
2017whenIcrossedtheborderfromTurkeytoGreeceandlandedinThessaloni-
ki.Fourteenofus,huddledtogether,bravingtheice-coldnight.Somehadbeen
pushedbackbefore–tortured,jailed,andsentbackagain.Noonestayedlongin
anyoneplace.“Wewerearrestedherelasttime,”theywouldsay,movingusalong
likeshadowsinthenight.Morethantenhoursofwalkingthroughfreezingrain,
numbfromthecoldbutunabletostop.Thatnightfeltlikeitwouldneverend.
Coldhasawayofbreakingyoudown.Irememberotherfreezingnightstoo.

AsachildinTehranandSanandaj,Istoodinlonglineswithmymotherforoil,
shivering in the snow.Butnomemory couldprepareme for that border.The
brutalityofitall.Sixyearshavepassedsince,andyetthatnighthauntsme.Iam
oneoftheluckyones–luckytonolongerbethere,waitinginfearandcold.But
othersarestillthere,trapped,strippedbarebymenwhowearuniformsandcall
themselvesprotectors.
Theydon’tjustpushyouback,theystripyoudown–literally.TheGreekbor-

derpolicebeatus, tookourclothes,money,andphones.Everything.They left
peopletodieontheotherside.I’veseenthephotos.Helplessbodies,abandoned.
Inthemiddleofitall,thesemeninpowerstealeverythingandsendpeopleback
intothearmsofdeath.
Thisisn’tjustastoryfromthepast.Itisstillhappening.Peoplecallme,beg-

ging for help, desperate for some kind of escape.The borders, like invisible
chains,traptheminaplacewheretheirhumanityiserased.It’s2022,andyet
peoplestillrisktheir lives,crossingbordersthat treat themlikecriminals for
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wantingtolive.
Fornow,Iamwritingthis, inthehopethatsomeone,somewhere,hearsthe

callandchoosestoact.Becausethisfightisfarfromover.
TheBalkanRouteisawell-wornpathofhumanmovement,migration,andex-

ile.Tospeakofittodayasa“refugeecrisis”obscuresthedeeperhistoryitreflects
–oneofconquest,loss,andsearchforabetterlife.Bordershavebeendrawnand
redrawn,andthepeoplehavealwaysfoundthemselvesatthemercyofforces
beyondtheircontrol,whethertheyareempiresorstates.Today,thedesperation
thatdrivesfamiliesandindividualstotraversetheBalkanRouteisnodifferent.
Thefacesofthosewhocrossarethesamefacesthathistoryhasalwaysseen:fle-
eingviolence,starvation,andoppression.Thistime,thefacesbelongtoSyrians,
Afghans, Iraqis, and others displaced by thewreckage of ourmodernworld.
Stanley Cohen’s concept of “moral panic” speaks well to the refugee man-

agementcrisisunfoldingacrossEurope.Cohen’sframework,introducedinhis
criticalworkFolkDevilsandMoralPanics,highlightshowsociety;whenfaced
with phenomena it cannot control, reactswith fear and anxiety. Refugees, in
this framework,arecastas thenew“folkdevils,” symbolsofabroaderunea-
seaboutthechangessweepingthecontinent.Thepanicovertheirarrivalisnot
abouttheindividualsthemselves.Instead,it’saboutthefearofwhattheirpre-
sencesignifies:thecollapseofborders,cultures,andtheimaginedsecuritythat
Europeonceenjoyed.
Europe’shistoryisrepletewithexamplesofhowoutsidershavebeencastas

threats to thesocialorder.FromtheRomani to the Jewishcommunities, from
colonial subjects tomigrants today, thefigureof the foreignerhasoftenbeen
manipulatedtostirfear.Today,thismanipulationtakestheformofright-wing
politicalrhetoricandsensationalistmediacoverage,bothofwhichportrayref-
ugeesasanexistentialthreattoEuropeanidentity.
However,thetruthisthattherefugeecrisisisnotsomeunprecedentedevent,

norisitaninvasion.Itissimplyacontinuationofthecenturies-oldstoryofhu-
manmigration,exacerbatedbymoderngeopoliticalforceslikewar,poverty,and
climatechange.TheBalkanRouteisnotjustageographicjourney;itisasymbol
ofsurvival,ofhumanresilienceinthefaceofalmostunimaginableadversity.

TheBalkanRoute:AHumanJourney

TheBalkanRouteisaharshpathstretchingfromtheMiddleEastandSouth
AsiathroughTurkey,Greece,andtheBalkanstatesbeforewindingitswaytothe
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heartofEurope.Thepeoplewhoundertakethis journeyareoftenfleeingwar
zones,oppressiveregimes,andeconomicdevastation.Formany,Europerepre-
sentsthefinalhopeforafuturethatthey’vebeendeniedintheirhomecountries.
Thejourneyisoneofhopebutalsogreatperil.Refugeesfacenotonlythephysi-
caldangersofcrossingtreacherouslandscapesbutalsothehuman-madeobsta-
clesthatstandintheirway.BordersalongtheBalkanRouteareheavilypatrolled
bypoliceandmilitaryforces.Theseborders,drawnbynationsthathavegrown
fearfulofwhat liesbeyond,aremarkedbywallsand fences thatseek tokeep
theunwantedout.ThemostnotoriousoftheseisHungary’s2015fencealongits
borderwithSerbia.ThisfencestandsasasymbolofEurope’sdividedresponse
totherefugeecrisis–amixoffearandreluctantacceptance.
ZygmuntBauman,aPolishsociologist,identifiedtwoprimaryreactionssoci-

etieshavetowardsstrangers:anthropophagy(theattempttoabsorbandassim-
ilate them)andanthropoemy(thedesire toexpel them).Europe’sresponse to
refugeesalongtheBalkanRoutehaswaveredbetweenthesetwoextremes.On
theonehand,thereisrhetoricaboutintegrationandhumanitarianism.Onthe
other,therearepoliciesthatfocusonexclusion–detentioncentres,deportati-
ons,andpoliticalbarriers.Europe’sschizophrenicresponsetotherefugeecrisis
revealsitsdeeperanxietiesaboutitsidentityandfuture.
MatthewGibney,apoliticaltheorist,referredtothisasa“schizophrenic”poli-

cy,notsimplybecauseofitsinconsistencybutbecauseitmirrorsadeepercon-
tradictionwithinEuropean societies. Europehas longprided itself on itshu-
manitarianvalues, enshrined indocuments like the 1951RefugeeConvention.
Butinpractice,thesevaluesclashwiththerealityofaEuropethatincreasingly
wantstoprotectitsbordersandinsulateitselffromtherestoftheworld.The
refugeecrisis,therefore,challengestheveryfoundationsofthemodernEuro-
peanstate,whichisbuiltonthepremiseofcontrollingwhoentersandwhois
excluded.

TheFearoftheStranger

WhydoestherefugeeevokesuchintensefearinEurope?Partoftheanswer
lies in the nature of the refugee as the “stranger.” Georg Simmel, a German
sociologist, once described the stranger as someone physically close but not
fullypartof thecommunity.Theyareboth familiarandforeign,afigurewho
disruptstheboundariesof“us”and“them.”Refugees,inthiscontext,represent
morethanjustindividualsseekingsafety;theysymbolizethebreakdownofthe
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socialorderandtheintrusionoftheoutsideintothedomestic.
Themediahasplayedacrucialroleinstokingthisfear.AcrossEurope,from

Britain toFrance, tabloidnewspapersandright-wingpoliticianshavepainted
refugeesasathreattonationalsecurity,economicstability,andculturaliden-
tity.Theyareportrayedas criminals, opportunists, or terrorists –peoplewho
comenottoseekasylumbuttotakeadvantageofthewelfaresystemorchange
theculturalfabricofEurope.
Thisportrayal,however,isnotjusttheresultofxenophobia.Itstemsfromdeep-

eranxietiesaboutglobalizationandthelossofcontrolinaworldwhereborders
areincreasinglyporous.Therefugee,inmanyways,representsthebreakdown
ofthenation-stateitself,thecollapseoftheideathatcountriescanneatlycon-
trolwhocomes inandwhostaysout.Refugeesarescapegoatedforarangeof
fears–fearsaboutterrorism,unemployment,andculturalloss.

TheHumanCost

Amidalltherhetoricandfearmongering,thehumancostoftherefugeecrisis
isoftenforgotten.ThepeoplewhotraveltheBalkanRoutearenotfacelessmas-
ses;theyareindividualswithstories,dreams,andlives.Theyarefamiliestorn
apartbywar,childrenwhohaveseenmoreviolencethanmostofuscouldimag-
ine,menandwomenwhohaveriskedeverythinginthehopeofabetterlife.
Thehumancostofthe journeyalongtheBalkanRouteis immeasurable,felt

inboththephysicalandemotionaltollontherefugeeswhoundertakeit.This
route,whichhasbecomealifelineforthosefleeingwarandeconomicruin,is
fraughtwithperil.Eachstepforwardismetwithnewrisks,andformany,the
dreamofreachingsafetyinEuropeturnsintoanightmareofexploitation,vio-
lence,anddespair.
Oneof theelementsof theBalkanRoute is thesmugglers’networkthathas

grownaroundit.Refugees,manyofwhomhavealreadylosteverything,areforced
torelyonsmugglerstoguidethemthroughtreacherousterrainsandheavilyforti-
fiedborders.These smugglers, charge themexorbitant amountsofmoney for
passage. In Turkey, for example, refugeesmay pay between 100 and 400 eu-
ros just toreceivespecificGPScoordinates thatdirect themacross theborder
intoBulgaria.Theprocessisrepeatedateverystageofthejourney,withsimilar
payments required to navigate throughBulgaria, Serbia, Bosnia, andCroatia.
Eachnewstretchofthejourneydemandsfreshpayments,andformanyrefuge-
es,thisbecomesaviciouscycleoffinancialextortion.
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For thosewho cannot afford thepiecemealpayments at everyborder, amore
comprehensiveserviceisavailable–atanastronomicalcost.Somerefugeespay
around10,000eurosfora“fullpackage,”wheretheyareescortedbytraffickers
fromonebordertothenext.Thisservice includesaguidewhohandstheref-
ugeesovertonewsmugglersaftercrossingeachborder,andlocaldriverswhonav-
igate rural, backroad routes to avoid detection by authorities.These services,
while ensuring somewhat saferpassage, comeat the cost of furtherfinancial
ruinforfamiliesalreadydevastatedbythehardshipsofwaranddisplacement.
Bosnia, in particular, has become a focal point in the smuggling operations

alongtheBalkanRoute.Itsporousborders,combinedwithashortageofborder
guards,makeitapreferredroutefortraffickers.Thesenetworksthriveonthe
vulnerabilityofrefugees,manyofwhomareforcedtotrustsmugglersastheir
onlymeansofescape.Thesheerscaleofthetraffickingoperationsisstaggering,
and the lack of border security only exacerbates the situation.Withnearly a
thirdofBosnia’sborderpolicesettoretireinthecomingyears,thesituationis
likelytoworsen,makingiteveneasierfortraffickerstoexploittheroute.
Thenumbers of refugees travelling along theBalkanRoutehavedecreased,

dueinlargeparttoincreasedbordersecurityandchangesinmigrationtrends.
However, for thosewhocontinue tomake the journey, thedangers remainas
severeasever.Thetightenedbordershavenotstoppedtheflowofrefugees,but
theyhaveforcedthemtotakemoredangerousroutes,oftenatthemercyoftraf-
fickerswhoexploittheirvulnerability.Eachbordercrossedisanewgamble–
anotherchancetofallvictimtotheft,assault,orextortionatthehandsofthose
whoprofitfromhumansuffering.
Fortherefugeesthemselves,thecostsarenotonlyfinancialbutphysicaland

emotionalaswell.Manyendureharshconditions,travellingbyfootacrossrug-
gedterrain,beingexposedtotheelementsandoftenlackingadequatefood,wa-
ter,ormedicalcare.Thestrainofthe journeyleaves lastingscarsonthebody
andmind. Camps in Bosnia and camps like the Silos in Trieste have become
notorious for their inhumaneconditions,wherehundredsofmigrants live in
squalid,overcrowdedspaceswithlittleprotectionfromthecoldoraccesstone-
cessities.Illnesseslikebronchitis,pneumonia,andsevereabscessesfrominsect
andratbitesarecommon,withmanyrefugeessufferinglong-termhealthcon-
sequencesdue to theharsh livingconditions.Despite theseappallingcircum-
stances,refugeespresson,drivenbythehopeoffindingsafetyandabetterlife
inEurope.
Formany, theemotional toll isasgreatas thephysicalone.Familiesareof-

tenseparatedduringthejourney,withparentsandchildrenlosingtrackofone
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anotherinthechaosofbordercrossingsordetentioncentres.Theconstantfear
ofbeingcaughtbyauthoritiesorexploitedbytraffickersweighsheavilyonthose
making the journey. Children, in particular, suffer immensely – many have
witnessedunspeakableviolenceandenduredtraumathatwillhauntthemfor
the rest of their lives.Unaccompaniedminors,who are especially vulnerable
toexploitation,oftenfallpreytotraffickerswhousethemforforcedlabouror
worse.InBosnia,somehumanitarianorganizationshavemanagedtosecurethe
placementofafewunaccompaniedminorsintocare,butformany,thefuture
remainsuncertain.
ThehumanitariancrisisunfoldingalongtheBalkanRouteisnotanaccident.

It is theresultofdeliberatepoliciesdesigned todeterrefugees fromentering
Europe.Asylumseekersareforcedintosituationsthatendangertheirlives,all
becauseEuropehaschosentoprioritizeitsbordersoverhumanrights.Thispol-
icyofexclusioncomesatadevastatingcost:notjusttotherefugeesthemselves
buttothemoralfabricofEurope,whichincreasinglyturnsitsbackonthosein
need.

ThePoliticsofExclusion

AttheheartofEurope’srefugeecrisisisapoliticalstruggleoveridentityand
belonging.The rise of right-wingpopulismacross the continenthas been fu-
elled by fears of immigration, particularly from non-European countries. In
Italy, Giorgia Meloni’s government has temporarily suspended the Schengen
Treaty,allowingforbordercontrolsalongitseasternfrontwithSlovenia.This
move is justifiedbyconcernsover“nationalsecurity” in the faceof increased
migrationflowsalongtheBalkanRoute.
Thereality,however,isthatthesepoliciesarenotaboutsecurity.Theyarea-

bout creating a political narrative that casts migrants as threats to Europe-
an stability. In thisnarrative,migrants become symbols of everything that is
wrongwiththeworld:terrorism,economicdecline,andculturaldecay.Byclo-
sing itsborders,Europebelieves itcanprotect itself fromtheseforces.But in
reality,thesepoliciesonlyperpetuatetheverycrisesthatdrivemigrationinthe
firstplace.
Inrecentyears,AlbaniahasbecomeafocalpointinItaly’sattemptstoman-

age migration flows. An agreement between the two countries to re-
locate asylum seekers to reception centres in Albania was recen-
tly suspended after Albania’s Constitutional Court raised concerns abo-
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ut its legality. This agreement, which sought to send up to 3,000 people to
Albania immediately after their rescue at sea, reflects the broader trend of
outsourcing Europe’s refugee crisis to non-EU countries. In this way, Eu-
rope attempts to push its moral responsibility for refugees beyond its
borders,whilecontinuingtobenefitfromtheglobalsystemsthatcreatedispla-
cementinthefirstplace.

NoEndinSight

Thereisadeepdarknessthatsurroundsthelivesofmigrants,adarknessthat
swallowsthemwholeastheymovealongtheBalkanroute,carryingwiththem
theweight of their homes, theirmemories, and their hopes.Andwithin that
darkness, a dangerous temptationwaits – tranquillity, offered in the form of
pills,powerfuldrugs,handedouttooeasilyandwithoutcareforthelivesthey
invade.
Thesemigrants,movingfromonebordertoanother,arenotjustriskingtheir

bodies,buttheirminds,astheunregulateddistributionofdrugslikeXanaxand
antidepressants becomes a quiet epidemic in the camps. It is hard enough to
survivethejourney,harderstilltolivewiththescarsitleaves.Butnow,without
askingfor it,withoutevenunderstandingthe languageoftheirprescriptions,
they arebeingdrawn into ahazeofmedication.Ahaze that offers an escape
fromtheviolence,thewaiting,theshameoftheirsituation–butatwhatcost?
PrescribingXanaxinGreekcampsisubiquitous,thoughpeoplehadnomen-

talhealthcomplaints.Theydon’taskforhelp,butthedoctorsgivethempillsas
iftheirsufferingwerearoutinematter,somethingthatcouldbenumbedaway.
Andmaybeforamoment,itworks.Maybethepainfades,thesleeplessnights
arequieted,thememoriessoften.Butwhenthepillwearsoff,thedarkness is
stillthere,waiting.Andnowit’sevenhardertofaceitbecausethecrutchthat
wassupposedtohelpyoustandhasbecomeanotherchainaroundyourankles.
Itisnotonlythedrugs.Thewholesystemisdesignedtotrapthesepeopleina

stateofdependency,tokeeptheminaplacewheretheyareneitherfullyalive
norallowedtomoveforward.Astheywait,sometimesformonths,foranswers
thatnevercome,theysitincampswhereviolenceisnormal,wheretheirhuman-
ityisslowlystrippedaway.Theywait,andtheylosethemselves,piecebypiece.
Andtheworldoutsidewatches,orperhapsitdoesnot.Perhapsitiseasierto

ignore themigrants, to look away from their suffering, especiallywhen their
presencebecomes inconvenient. InBulgaria andRomania, politiciansuse the
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fearofmigrantstostiruphatred,creatingafalsecrisistodistractfromthereal
issues.Theyspreadliesaboutmigrantsattackingcitizens,aboutchaoscoming
totheirdoorsteps,all tomakeiteasierto justifythebrutalitythathappensat
theborders.
Atthesametime,theEuropeanUnionstrengthensitsfences,triplesitsbor-

derguards, and turnsablindeye to theviolence thatkeeps thesepeopleout.
They talk about protecting their borders, butwho is protecting themigrants
from the beatings, the pushbacks, the broken bones, and the dog bites they
endure?Theborderguards,theauthorities,theyarenotkeepingpeoplesafe–
theyarepushingpeopleintodeeperdespair,intodarkercornersoftheworld,
wherenooneislooking.
Andstill,thenumbersarerising.Morepeoplearecoming,fleeingwar,perse-

cution,hunger,andhopelessness.Morepeoplearecrossing intoBosnia,more
peoplearewaitingoutsidethecampsinSerbia,andmorepeoplearebeatenand
turnedawayinCroatia.Thesystemdoesnotcareabouttheirlives.Itonlycares
abouttheborderstheythreatentocross.
Yet themigrants continue, despite the dangers, despite the darkness.They

continuebecausetheyhavenootherchoice.Theworldtheyleftbehindisgone,
andtheworldinfrontofthemrefusestoletthemin.Alltheyhaveisthejour-
neyandthepillstheyaregiventonumbthepain.
And what does that say about us? About the societies that allow this to

happen?Aboutthesystemsthatchoosecontrolovercompassion?Thesearenot
justnamelessfacescrossingborders.Theyarehumanbeings,eachwithastory,
aheart,amind.Andwearelosingthemtothedarkness.

TheLongWalkThroughShadows

Thebrothershadnever imagined theywouldbe so far fromhome,walking
throughstrangelands.Kamranwassixteen,justoldenoughtocarrytheweight
ofhisyoungerbrother’sfears.Hisbrother,Rami,ayearyoungerbutmorefrag-
ile,reliedonKamraninwaysthatweren’tspoken.TheBalkanswereamazeof
unfamiliarfaces,jaggedmountains,andcitiesfilledwithsoundstheydidn’tun-
derstand.TheyhadleftAfghanistanwithlittlemorethanahopethatGermany
wouldbedifferent–better.Buttheroutewasharderthantheyhadbeentold.
Ramiwasthefirsttonoticethepills.Intherefugeecamps,themenwithtired

eyesalwaysseemedtobeasleeporstaringblanklyatnothing.InGreece,when
theyfirst arrived, they thought itwas just exhaustion from the long journey.
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ButbythetimetheyreachedSerbia,Kamranrealizeditwasn’tjusttiredness.At
thecentreinBelgrade,Ramioverheardthementalkingaboutpills,handedout
withoutquestion,eventothosewhodidn’twantthem.“Theymakeyouforget,”
onesaid,almostwhispering,asifashamed.
Kamran and Rami had seen the doctors too, but when Kamran was hand-

edasmallwhitepill,herefused.“Idon’tneedthis,”hesaid,tryingtoexplain.
Butthemaninthewhitecoat,whodidn’tspeakFarsi,justshookhisheadand
pushedthepillintohishand.Ramilookedathisbrother’spalm.“Whatisit?”he

asked.Kamrandidn’tknow.Hethrewitawayassoonastheylefttheoffice,into
thedirtwherenoonewouldsee.
Thecampswerefullofmenlostinthemselves.Kamranhadheardstoriesback

inKabulofmenwhohadescapedthewar,onlytobeeatenalivebymemoriesof
whattheyhadseen.Maybethatwaswhatthedoctorsthoughttheyweredoing
–helping.ButnoonehadaskedKamranwhathehadseen.Theydidn’tknow
aboutthedaytheirhousewasdestroyed,abouthowtheirfatherhaddiedtrying
toshieldthem.Theydidn’tknowhowRamihadscreamedforhoursafterwards,
hisfacepalewithshock,unabletolookattheirmother’sbody.
Themeninthecampswhotookthepillsnolongerscreamed.Theynolonger

fought.Maybetheynolongerremembered.
Onenight, inacoldalleyoutsideSarajevo,KamranheldRamiclose, feeling

the tremble in his little brother’s body. “Don’t take anything they give you,”
Kamranwhispered. “Promiseme.”Raminodded,his eyeswidewith fear,but
hestayedsilent.Theyhadlearnedbynowthatsilencewassometimestheonly
protectiontheyhad.
Astheweekspassed,theymovedclosertotheborder,closertothedreamof

Germany,buttheworldaroundthemgrewharsher.Kamranheardthestories
oftheBulgarianpolicebeatingmigrants,ofpeoplebeingsentbackafterweeks
ofwaiting.Theyhadescapedbrutalityintheirowncountry,onlytofindmore
alongthispath.
Onemorning, theywoke to the soundof shouting. Police.Kamran grabbed

Rami’sarm,pullinghim into theshadowsofabuilding.Theyhadbecomeex-
pertsatdisappearing,slippingthroughthecracksinthisworldthatdidn’twant
them.But the fearwasalways there–what if theywerecaught,pushedback
into the camps,where themenhandedoutpills like candy, trying todull the
edgesoftheharshreality?
Theydidn’ttalkaboutitmuch,butKamransawitinhisbrother’seyes–the

slowbuildofhopelessness,thefearthatmaybetheywouldn’tmakeit,thatmay-
bethestoriesaboutGermanyweren’ttrue.Thatmaybe,eveniftheyreachedit,
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theywouldstillfeeltheweightofeverythingtheyhadbeenrunningfrom.But
Kamrancouldn’tlethisbrotherthinkthat.Hehadtobestrong,evenwhenhe
wasunsure.
Oneevening,intheforestsneartheborder,theymetagroupofmenhuddled

aroundafire.Oneman,anAfghanlikethem,spokesoftlyabouttheviolenceon
theotherside,howtheCroatianpolicehadbrokenhisribsandsenthimback.
Hisfacewasthin,hiseyeshollow.Kamransawthefamiliarglintofapillbottle
inhishand.Themannoticedhisstare.“Ithelps,”hesaid,hisvoicecracking.“It
helpsyouforgetthepain.Justforawhile.”
Kamrandidn’trespond.Heknewthemanwasn’t justtalkingaboutthebro-

kenribs.Hewastalkingabouteverything–thewar,theloss,theendlesswalk-
ing,thefearthathadbecomepartoftheirblood.
ButKamrandidn’twant to forget.Hedidn’twantRamito forget.Forgetting

meantlosingpiecesofthemselves,piecestheycouldn’taffordtolose.Theyhad
alreadylostsomuch.
Thenextmorning,asthesunroseoverthecold,greylandscape,Kamranwoke

Rami,andtheybeganwalkingagain.Theywouldkeepmoving.Theywouldnot
takethepills.Theywouldrememberwhotheywere,andwheretheycamefrom.
Becauseintheend,thatwasalltheyhadleft.
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Povzetek
Meje v gibanju: od fizičnih meja do sociotehničnih režimov
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Abstract
ThearticledescribestheshiftinEuropeanbordermanagement,whereastaticborderis
transformedintoafluidandflexibleregimewithnumerousinternalandexternalbor-
ders.Thisnewregimeinvolvesamyriadofpublicandprivateactors,bothEuropeanand
national,alongwithadvancedtechnologiesanddiversediscourses.Itsadministrationis
increasinglybecominga space for theproductionof legal frameworks andpopulation
categories.Thiscross-border‘industrialcomplex’extendsbeyondtheborderareasthem-
selves,acrossthewholeofEurope,and,withtheexternalizationofEuropeanmigration
management, toneighbouring countries and continents.Thearticledescribes someof
themainfeaturesofmovingborders:theirdeterritorialisation,privatisation,externali-
sation,anddigitalisation.Itconcludeswithananalysisofcontemporarydevelopmentsof
theEuropeanborderregimeinSouth-EastEuropeandalongtheBalkanRoute.

Keywords: EuropeanBorderRegime,externalisation,biometrics,digitalisation,Balkan
Route
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Overthelastthreedecades,theEU’sattempttomanageglobalmigrationhas
produceda rangeofnewborderpoliciesandpractices, includingawideran-
ge of private andpublic, European andnational actors, technologies anddis-
courses.Thecoremanifestationofthisprocessistheshiftfromastaticborder
to a fluid and flexible border regime,where numerous internal and external
borders multiply and intensify, assuming both physical and legal forms (see
Hess,2012,2016;HessandKasparek,2017).Thisregimeisevolvingintoadyna-
micpanopticonthatexertscontroloverallphysicalandvirtualspacesofmobi-
lity. Its effectiveness isbolsteredby theparticipationof actors acrossvarious
stateandsocial subsystems, from lawenforcementagencies tosocialwelfare,
health,andeducationinstitutions,aswellastransportcompaniesandprivate
employers.Inthiscontext,boththeconstructionandadministrationofborders
haveundergoneradicalchanges.Themodernborderhasevolvedintoahighly
sophisticatedandincreasinglyprecisemechanism.Itsadministration–through
theconstantissuanceandprocessingofdocuments,certificates,visas,permits,
checkpoints,andzones,aswellastheadoptionoflaws,procedures,practices,
andrules–asshiftedfrombeingmerelyaninstrumentofcontrolandrepres-
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sion.Itisincreasinglybecomingaspacefortheproductionoflegalframeworks
and population categories, effectively serving as a ‘means of producing rela-
tions.’(seeLuhmann,1982:237).
Thus, theborderregime, increasinglycharacterisedbyregulationandman-

agement,hasbecomeakeyinstrumentforsystematicallycategorisingindividu-
als,asitcontinuouslyanduniversallyassignsthemstatusesthatdeterminethe
scopeoftheirrightswithintheboundariesofwelfarestates.Ithasevolvedinto
across-border‘industrialcomplex’thatextendsbeyondtheborderareasthem-
selves,across thewholeofEurope,and,with theexternalisationofEuropean
migrationmanagement,toneighbouringcountriesandcontinents.Withinthis
expansiveborderregime,newhierarchiesofcitizenshipareemergingacrossall
levelsoflegalregulation,increasinglyfragmentingtheEuropeanpoliticalspace
–andcitizenshipitself–intovariouscategoriesoftemporaryandpartial‘legal’
statuses.Thisarticlebeginswithadescriptionofamigrationregimeofmoving
borders:theirdeterritorialisation,privatisation,externalisation,anddigitalisa-
tion.ItconcludeswithananalysisofcontemporarydevelopmentsoftheEuro-
peanborderregimeinSouthEastEuropeandalongtheBalkanRoute.

Deterritorialisation

Theborder,traditionallyservingasaterritorialmarkerdelineatingthelimits
of thenation-state, is undergoing a process of deterritorialisation. Its prima-
ryfunctionisshiftingfrommerelyseparatingspacesandrestrictingmobility,
to continuously controlling the spatial distribution of movement. Unlike the
‘closed territoriality’ of modern sovereignty, which created a homogeneous
spherewithasingle,fixed,immobile,andcontinuousborder,theevolvingcon-
stitutionofEuropeanintegrationsreflectsaformof‘openterritoriality’chara-
cterisedbyapluralityofcoexistingtemporalandspatialborders(Cuttitta2006:
36).Theborderisnolongermerelyalinemarkingtheboundariesofstates;in-
stead,itmanifests“whereverthemovementofinformation,people,andgoods
occurs and is regulated—for example, in cosmopolitan cities” (Balibar, 2002:
71). As borders become increasinglymobile, flexible, immaterial and ubiqui-
tous,the‘greatfrontier’or‘imperiallimes’thatseparatedthe‘inside’fromthe
‘outside’(DelantyandRumford,2005:188)nolongerexists.However,thisshift
doesnotimplythatspaceorterritoryisabsentorirrelevantintheconceptuali-
sationofborders,butratherthatborderscannolongerbeconfinedtoaprecise
space,eveniftheycontinuouslytraverseandshapeit.Mobileborders“havenot



24

Časopis za kritiko znanosti, domišljijo in novo antropologijo | 293 | Balkan Migration Route Revisited

ceasedtoproducefixedmechanismsofclosure,theyhavebecome‘de-territori-
alized’withoutceasingtoinvestinparticularspaces”(Mezzadra,2007).

Privatisation

Cuttitta suggests that to articulate theborder regimeappropriately,wewill
needtodevelopanentirelynewcartographyoftheborder,whichwillhelpus
to distinguish the “material boundaries from immaterial boundaries, bound-
ariesmarkedon territories, fromboundaries imprintedon thepersons, lives,
choicesanddestiniesofallpeople.”(Cuttita,2006:29)Todescribethisnewland-
scapeofpolicies focusedongoverningbordersandcontrolling themovement
ofpeople,Barryemploys themetaphorof the ‘migrationmachine’ (seeBarry,
2001). He argues that this metaphor effectively captures the blend of ‘social
and technical realities’ within border regimes, which are becoming increas-
ingly computerised and complex and aremanaged by a growing array of di-
versesocialactors.Borderregimeconsists“notonlyofhightechnologybutalso
of politicians, policymakers, civil servants, border officials andmilitary poli-
ce” (Dijstelbloem,Meijer andBesters, 2011: 9). Surveillancehas thusnotonly
spiltovertheedgesofterritorialboundariesbuthasalsopermeatedtheentire
sociallandscape,beingadoptedbyvariousorganisationsbeyondgovernments,
where “the responsibility for verifying certain types ofmigrants (education,
work,knowledgeandtalent)isdelegatedtouniversitiesandcompanies”.Conse-
quently,themigrationmachineisnotonlypublic,“butalsoinprivateandpro-
fessionalhands”(Dijstelbloem,MeijerandBesters,2011:10–11).Itisnotfixedto
aspecificplaceanditsfunctionofsurveillanceandcontrolfocuseson“observa-
tion,registrationandverification”(Dijstelbloem,MeijerandBesters,2011:10).
Themigrationmachineisthusincreasingly‘resourceful’andincreasinglytakes
theformofa‘smartborder’(seeLyon,2005).

Externalisation

IntheprocessofEUenlargement,inits‘neighbourhoodpolicy’,globalisation,
intercontinentalpartnerships,bilateralandmultilateralagreements, ‘approxi-
mation policies’ and the externalisation of part of migration management
beyond the borders of EU Member States, the concept of ‘Europe’s external
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border’istakingonnewdimensions.Itisbecomingincreasingly‘multiple’,as
it“establishesdirectcontactswithall ‘parts’of theworld”andisessentiallya
kindof ‘world-boundary’,“whichneverthelesshasspecific ‘European’charac-
teristics stemming fromhistory, geography andpolitics” (Balibar, 2004: 1–2).
ThismakesitincreasinglydifficulttoconceiveoftheEUasaclearlydefinedand
delimited political entity of ‘closed territoriality’. First, European integration
is(still)anincompleteprocessandnoonecanpredictwithcertaintywhereits
developmentwillfinally stop.Thus, in the current enlargement constellation,
wecanspeakofdifferentstagesofexternalisationorformallegal-politicalin-
tegrationofthedifferentterritoriesandtheircitizensinthedirectandindirect
proximityoftheEU.1ThecontinuousprocessofEUenlargementthus“challeng-
esthetheoryandpracticeofdefiningEuropeanmembershippreciselybecause
itshedslightonhowthedeterritorialisationandrelocalisationofthebordersof
theEUpoliticalcommunityleadstoafragmentationofthelegalsubjectivityof
thecitizen”(Rigo,2005:14).Thisisalsowhybordersandmigrationareoneof
thekeynegotiatingchaptersintheenlargementprocess,asthecandidatecoun-
trieshave to “fully implement the communitarianacquis in theseareas, even
beforethecompletionoftheirintegrationandeventhoughtheyhavenotpartic-
ipatedinthenegotiationsandthedecision-makingprocess”(Rigo,2005:3–4).
Secondly, in addition to the continuousnegotiation of the formal integrati-

onof thenewMemberStates intotheEU’s institutionalstructure,whichma-
inly impliesthecontinuousharmonisationof thecandidatecountries’ legisla-
tionwithEUlaw,oneofthemostimportantmechanismsforthemanagement
of theEU’s(mainlysouthernandeastern)bordersandborderareas is theso-
calledEuropeanNeighbourhoodPolicy(ENP).Itsmainpurposeistoinvolvethe
‘neighbouringcountries,’2officiallyreferredtoasthe‘circleoffriends,’inproc-
esses of economic integration and joint border and migration management.
TheENP,as ‘anextensionofEUgovernancebeyond itsborders” (Delantyand
Rumford,2005:126),indicatestheglobaldimensionofEUpolicies.Itinvolves
not only the Member States, but also partner countries, EU agencies, inter-
governmental,non-governmental and internationalorganisations, andawide
rangeofotherpublicandprivatebodies.TheENP is thuscreatingnewEuro-

1Wearereferringhereinparticulartothedifferentlegal-formalstatusesof:1.citizensofdifferent
EUcountries,where the freedomofmovementof citizensof thenewEUMemberStatesmaybe
restrictedbydifferent lengthsof transitionperiods andbypolice controls at internalborders; 2.
citizensofcandidatecountries;and3.third-countrynationalsresidingintheEUwhodonothavethe
nationalityofoneoftheEUMemberStates.ThesecategoriesarenotanexternalpartoftheEU,but
anintegralpartofit,atthedifferentstagesofitsintegration.

2The Neighbouring Countries category currently includes Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia,
Armenia,Azerbaijan,Syria,Lebanon,Jordan,Israel,thePalestinianAuthority,Egypt,Libya,Tunisia,
AlgeriaandMorocco.
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peangeopolitics and “anewvocabularyof spatialpolicies: ‘prosperity zones’,
‘rapprochement policies’, ‘new neighbourhood’, ‘wider Europe’, ‘border are-
asorborderlands’,and‘circleoffriends’”(DelantyandRumford,2005:127).It
shouldbestressedthattheENPdifferssignificantlyfromclassicalenlargement
inthatitenvisagesonlythemanagementofcommonspacebetweentheEUand
itsneighboursorpartnercountriesbutwithoutthepossibilityoftheirformal
integration into theEU in the short term.This conceptualisation of ‘partner-
ship’,whichisineffect“integrationwithoutenlargement”(DelantyandRum-
ford,2005:127), inwhichtheEUandthepartnercountriesshare“everything
but the institutions,”3 clearly illustrates someof the elementsof subordinati-
on of the partner countries.The effects of the carefully chosen areas of co-
operation,whicharealmostexclusivelydictatedby theEU,are skewed in fa-
vour of the EU’s institutional matrix. In contrast to countries that are offe-
redmembershipby theEU inexchangefor integration into itsmigrationfra-
mework,forneighbouringcountriesthatcannotbeofferedthis‘carrot’,“theEU
isconcernedwithhowtointegratemigrationandasylumintoabroadernegoti-
atingframeworkthatallowstheEU’smigrationandinternalsecurityobjectives
(whichmaybeperceivedbynon-membercountriesasunwelcomeimpositions)
to be enforced through sweetheart deals such as development and economic
aid”(BoswellandGeddes,2011:133).
Thirdly, theEU, through theprocessof ‘externalisation’ofEuropeanmigra-

tion policy, is exporting migration management and thus the border regime
to neighbouring and ‘safe’4 countries. The so-called Return and Readmission
Agreements (RRAs)5 play a key role in the implementation of the ‘safe coun-
try’principlebyprovidinga legalbasis fordeporting irregularmigrantsback
tothenon-membercountrythatispresumedtohavebeenthemigrant’spoint
ofdeparture.Practicesbasedonreadmissionagreementsarethus,ontheone
hand,oneofthemostobviousmanifestationsoftheexternalexpansionofthe
‘European’ border,while, on the other hand, such agreements are ‘dispositifs


3StatementbyformerPresidentoftheEuropeanCommissionRomanoProdi.SeeProdi,2002.

4AfterGermanypioneeredthe‘SafeState’principlein1993,itwassoonadoptedbyotherMember
States.AllcountriesborderingtheEUweredeclared‘safe’,thusbecomingakindof‘tamponzone’
for‘transitmigration’totheWest.Theprimarypurposeoftheprincipleistopreventapplicantsfor
internationalprotectionfromenteringtheEUfromaso-called‘safe’country,ortoreturnthemtoa
‘safe’countryintheeventoftheirbeingcaughtintheEU.Thecircleofsafecountriesisexpandingin
proportiontotheinclusionofnewMemberStatesintheEU,whichapplythe‘safe’countryprinciple
totheirneighbours(seeRigo,200:5–6).

5ThefirstsuchagreementwassignedbyGermanyandPolandin1993.Thiswasfollowedbyother
MemberStatessigningsimilaragreementswiththecandidatecountriestheyborder.Thispractice
was continued by the candidate countries, which had to sign analogous agreements with the
migrants’countriesoforigininordertoentertheSchengenarea.
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ofcontrol’,“constitutingadministrativeborderswhosefunctionisnotmerely
tokeepoutthoseperceivedas‘transgressors’,butfirstandforemosttocontrol
populationsoutsideandinsidethestateterritory”(Rigo,2005:7).Thistypeof
practiceisfacilitatedandreinforcedbytheso-called‘principleofconditionali-
ty’,whichisakeyinstrumentforobtainingtheconsentofcountriesoforiginto
suchagreements,asitsetstheextentofquotasforthelegalentryoftheirnation-
alsintoEUterritoryfollowingthewillingnessofthestatetopreventirregular
migrationandtoacceptdeportednationals.
Finally, the externalisation of migration management and the expansion

of theborder is further enhancedby the administrativeborder of diplomatic
missions, inadditiontodeportationmechanisms in the formofreturnagree-
ments,thesafecountryprincipleandtheprincipleofconditionality.Migrants
whowish to organise their documentation for legal entry into theEU are al-
readyconfrontedwiththeborderintheircountriesoforigin,attheembassies
andconsulatesoftheMemberStates.Heretoo,bordercontrolsarecarriedout
remotely,farbeyondthebordersoftheEUitself.Itisakindof‘policeàdistance’
(seeBigoandGuild,2003),“mechanismsofsurveillancecarriedoutby‘profes-
sionals’ofsecuritystrategieswhoarenotnationalpoliceforcesbutdiplomatic
authoritiesandadministrativebureaucracies”(Rigo,2005:7).Here,too,wecan
observetheproductivenatureoftheborder,which,inadditiontonewlegal,po-
liticalandterritorialrelations,alsoproducesnewsubjectsofsurveillanceand
newformsofknowledge.

Digitalisation

Intheemergingborderregime, thestaticnatureofnational territorialbor-
der procedures has been replaced by a decentralised andmobile network of
surveillance and intrusive technologies, and its key instrument is no longer
physicalbarriers,butadiffusesystemofdatabasesofpersonal,medical,labour
andproceduraldata,whichallowforthehierarchisationandselectionofmove-
mentflows.Indoingso,itreliesprimarilyontechnologicalsupport,whichin-
cludes“hardwareofnewtechnologies(suchasthestorageandcomputational
capacityofdatabases)andsoftwarethatenablesdetection,recognition,infor-
mationsharingandtracking”(Broeders,2011:48).Thisnewcartographyofthe
Europeanborderregimeanditsdynamicbordersislargelydeterminedbythe
Schengensystemofborder surveillanceandmanagement, collectivelyknown
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astheSchengenarea.6TheideologyoftheSchengenregimeistheabolitionof
internalbordersandtheconsolidationofcommonexternalborders.Schengen
issupposedtocreateconditionswhich,ontheonehand,allowtheunhindered
movementofpeople,capitalandgoods,thusfurtherstrengtheningthesmooth
functioningoftheso-calledinternalmarket,and,ontheotherhand,effectively
preventtheintrusionofunwantedelementsthroughstricterbordercontrolsat
thefrontiersofwhatithasestablishedasitsexternalborders.Inthiscontext,
internationalcrime,smugglingandillegalmigrationaremostoftenmentioned
in a very generalised, superficial and, above all, indiscriminate manner.The
newandexpandedborderregimeisthusintendedtorepresentakindofmap-
pingoftheclassicalconceptoftheborderontoabroader,transnational level.
Therefore, deterritorialising the Schengen borders does not mean abolishing
them.On thecontrary, itsentry into forcemultipliesandreterritorialises the
bordersthroughouttheterritoryofthesignatorycountriesandbeyond.
One of the key dispositions of the digital border regime is the extensive

networkofdatabasesandsystems“thatstorepersonalandtraveldata,whose
profilesmark the linebetweenthosewhoare ‘in’and thosewhoare ‘out’,be-
tween the desirable and the undesirable, the legal and the illegal” (Broeders
2011,46).Themostimportantdatabasesthatformthecoreofmigrationgover-
nanceattheEuropeanlevelarethefirst-andsecond-generationSchengenIn-
formationSystem,7theEuropeanDactylographicSystem8andtheVisaInforma-
tionSystem.9Thesethreedatabasesareafundamentalindicatorandinstrument
ofwhatBroeders(2011:49)callsthe‘digitisation’ofEuropeanborders.Border
surveillanceisthusincreasinglybecomingakindof‘sortingmachine’(seeBroe-

6TheSchengenareadatesbackto1985,whenGermany,FranceandtheBeneluxcountriessigned
theso-calledSchengenTreaty,whichaimedtostrengthencooperationbetweenthesignatoriesby
abolishinginternalbordersandcreatingacommonexternalborder.In1990,theSchengenTreaty
wasreplacedbytheSchengenConvention.WiththeentryintoforceoftheTreatyofAmsterdamin
1999,theSchengenConventionbecamepartofEUlaw.

7TheestablishmentoftheSchengenInformationSystem(SIS)isfirstmentionedintheSchengen
Treaty,whichestablishesthefreemovementofpersonsbetweenthesignatorycountries,andthe
ideaisbuiltuponintheSchengenConvention,whichsetsoutalistofmeasurestocompensatefor
thisfreedomofmovementwithadditional‘security’surveillancemechanisms.

8HereinafterreferredtoasEurodac.Eurodacisdesignedtohelpimplementtheprovisionsofthe
DublinConvention,theprimarypurposeofwhichistodeterminethecompetenceandresponsibility
ofeachcountryintheproceduresforgrantinganindividualinternationalprotectionstatus.Inother
words,thesystemallowsfortherecordingandverificationofallasylumapplicationslodgedatEU
level,thuspreventingmultipleapplicationsbyasinglepersoninseveralcountries.Recordingisdone
bycollectingandcomparingfingerprints.

9HereafterreferredtoasVIS.VIS,aspartoftheEU’smigrationdatabases, focusesonregulating
theentryandstayofmigrantsonthebasisofashort-termtransitorresidencepermit,knownasa
visa.Itspurposeistomakeiteasiertocontrolthevisaproceduresofindividualsinothercountries
andthuspreventso-calledvisashopping.SimilarlytoEurodac,theVISseekstobuildupadatabase
whosemainpurposeisto‘re-identify’migrantsusingbiometricdata.
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ders,2011:47),aimedatselectingandcategorisingglobalmobilepopulationsas
quicklyandaccuratelyaspossible.Italreadysuggestsandincorporatesfeatures
thatsuggest,thatinthefutureitwillbe“drivenbyinformation,personalcha-
racteristicsandprofiles,anditsproductwillbeidentification”(Broeders,2011:
47).
Theemergingborder regimeas thegeneral trend towards thecomputerisa-

tion and digitalisation of the management and surveillance of mobility, in-
cludingofcitizens, isnot limited to thecollectionandprocessingofpersonal
databutalsoencompassesthecomputerisationofthebodyitself(seeMetcal-
fe,2021).Thisismostclearlyexpressedintheuseofbiometrics,whichcanbe
definedasa setof “digital representationsofphysical characteristics thatare
unique to an individual, such as fingerprints, iris, retinal vascular patterns,
handshape,face,voice”(VanderPloegandSprenkels,2011:75).Thebodyisin-
creasinglybecominga‘machinecomponent’:“itisinterpretedandformattedas
ifitwereastoragedeviceforinformationthatneedsonlytobescannedinor-
dertoberegistered”(Dijstelbloem,MeijerandBesters,2011:12).Thebody,asa
‘universalidentitycardofthefuture’(seeVanderPloeg1999:301)andas‘digi-
talinformation’(seeVanderPloegandSprenkels,2011:92),canbemonitored
permanentlyandeverywhere,withouttheneedforeithertheknowledgeorthe
consentofthemonitoredperson.The‘machine-readablebody’(seeVanderPlo-
eg,2002) is embedded in “digitalfiles, informationnetworks,databases, soft-
wareandsearchengines....OurDNAisacode,ourmedicalhistoryisanelectro-
nicpatientrecord,ourphysicalvulnerabilitiesbecomeariskprofile...andour
identityisanalgorithmicallyproducedbiometrictemplate”(VanderPloegand
Sprenkels,2011:74).Theuseoftechnologyandbiometrics inthe ‘surveillance
society’turnsthebodyintoa ‘password’(seeDeleuze,1995),asit is“basedon
theassumptionthatthehumanbodyisincapableoflying”(Broeders,2011:48).
Biometrics as a “technique, as a concept and as a practice” (Van der Plo-

egandSprenkels,2011:93)ofextracting, collecting, classifying,profilingand
hierarchisingheterogeneousdata,hasbeenthesubjectofmuchcriticismand
concern. First, the fundamental assumption of biometrics that the body can
be ‘translated’ into standardised and comparable technical variables is dubi-
ousatbest,since‘universal’and‘stable’physicaltraits,i.e.“traitsthateveryone
hasandthatdonotchangeovertheyears”(VanderPloegandSprenkels,2011:
99),donotexist.Theinherentflawofbiometrics is therefore the fact that“if
thebodyreally ‘speaks’here, itdoessoonly througha longseriesof ‘transla-
tions’ based on a ‘dictionary’ that no one really understands” (Van der Ploeg
andSprenkels,2011:98).Second,anysocialcategorisationnecessarilyraisesis-
sues related to the concept of social justice, as it stigmatises certain social
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groupsinadvance,thusexposingthemto“exclusionandautomateddecisions,
withallthepossibleattendantrisks”(VanderPloegandSprenkels,2011:93).Fi-
nally,thetechnologisationanddigitisationofsurveillancecanalsobeseenasa
dangerousattempttocamouflageinherentlypoliticaldecisionsinvariousforms
ofimpersonalandpurelytechnologicalprocessesthataresupposedlyimpartial,
fairandhumane,astechnologyanddatabasesreducecomplexsocialrealitiesto
simplebinaryoppositionssuchas‘presence’or‘absenceofobservation’.How-
ever, “behaviour, in general, ismore complex than the yes/no dichotomy al-
lows”,andit isthereforenecessaryto“recognisethepoliticalcharacterofthe
techno-social simplifications involved” (Dijstelbloem,Meijer and Brom, 2011:
173).
TrendsinthedevelopmentofborderandmigrationgovernanceattheEUlev-

elindicatehowcertaindispositionsandtechnologies,whichinitiallytargetonly
a certain category of the population, in this case third-countrymigrants, are
translatedintosystemsthataimattheinclusionofentirepopulations.If,onthe
onehand,datasystemshaveemergedasamechanismforexclusionandexpul-
sion,ontheotherhand, it ispossible“tobuildprofiles fromstoreddata from
whichnew informationabout individuals andgroups canbe extrapolated for
lateruseinpolicies”(Broeders,2011:62).Thehistoryofthedevelopmentofda-
tabases,biometrics,andtheuseofsupposedlyobjectiveanduniversalsurveil-
lance technology also reveals a desire to conceptually close issues related to
the categorisation, selection and exclusion of certain categories of the popu-
lationto“ethicalorpoliticaldebateorscrutiny”,thusconcealingamoreaccu-
ratedescriptionof thesedevelopments “asanexampleof the truism ‘techno-
logyisthecontinuationofpoliticsbyothermeans’”(VanderPloegandSpren-
kels,2011:97).

EastandSouth

Over the past decade, the EU has faced four significant ruptures: the fi-
nancial and refugee crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the Ukraine war.
European integrations have struggled to effectively address these critical
challenges, undermining confidence in EU solutions and giving rise to incre-
ased nationalism and populismwithin and across itsmember states. Each of
theseeventshasthuscontributedtothefragmentationoftheEuropeanpolit-
ical landscape. Paradoxically, however, they have also reinforced EU uni-
ty by tightening Europe’s external borders, also through the reinforcement
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and expansion of ‘technical barriers’ on its Eastern and Southern fronti-
ers. This policrisis, where individual crises are never completely resolved,
but just layeredoneupon theother,hasbrought about the currentEuropean
geography, marked by increased social segmentation, political fragmenta-
tion,territorialisolation,andgrowingtensionsbetweencentreandperiphery.
Thefinancialcrisisexacerbatedthealreadyexistingsocialinequalitiesandignit-
edpoliticaldivisionswithintheEU.Theinterestsoflargecoreeconomiessuch
as Germany and France have clashed with those of more peripheral, poorer
economiessuchasGreece,ItalyandSpain.Therefugeecrisisthatspilledover
intoEuropein2015/16furtherintensifiedthistension.Evenafterthesupposed
endofmajordisplacements,southernandsouth-easternEurope–regionsthat
hadalreadyshoulderedmuchof theresponsibility formigrantsbefore2016–
continuetobethemostexposedtoongoingmigration.Partlyduetotheirgeo-
graphical location,but largelyduetodivergentEuropeanregulations, ineffec-
tiverelocationmechanismsandalackofsolidaritybetweenmemberstates.The
COVID-19pandemicexposedandintensifiedtheexistinginequalitiesbetween
central and peripheral regions, with southern European countries suffering
themostduetoausteritymeasuresimposedduringthefinancialcrisis,which
brought about major reductions in public investment in health and care
systems.ThepandemicacrossEurope led toageneralisedstateofemergency,
markedbytheclosureofnationalandmunicipalborders,theimpositionofcur-
fews,andrestrictionsonpoliticalandeconomicfreedoms.Inmanycases,this
periodalsosawadrifttowardsauthoritariangovernance(SeeStojićMitrović,
2021).AttheonsetoftheUkrainiancrisis,thereseemedtobeanotabledisplay
of European unity. Many EU countries, including Slovenia, quickly enacted
supportivelegislativemeasuresthatextendedvariousrightstoUkrainianref-
ugeesandkept theirbordersopen forarrivals.On theonehand, this respon-
sedemonstratesthat,withthenecessarypoliticalwill,effectiveandrapidacti-
oncanbetakentosupportlargenumbersofdisplacedpeople.Butontheother
hand,despitethehigh-flyingrhetoric,theactualimplementationoftheserights
hasbeenslow.Meanwhile,non-Ukrainianasylumseekersarebeingoverlooked
andneglected,highlightingpersistentissuesofbiasandracismwithintheEu-
ropeanasylumsystem.
InMarch 2016, following the closure of the Balkan Corridor, the European

border regime inSouthern andSouth-EasternEuropewas gradually restored
(seeBeznecetal.,2016;HessandKaparek,2017),whilemigratorymovements
continued by returning to the underground and thus to deep vulnerability.
ThenewborderregimeinSouthernEuroperetainsmostof themainfeatures
of the pre-2016 era, such as the renewed externalisation of Europeanmigra-
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tioncontroltonon-Europeancountries(forexampleTurkeyandNorthAfrican
countries),therenewedcontainmentofthemigration‘crisis’inSouthernEuro-
pe(throughpush-backsandpreventionofsecondarymigration)andthecon-
tinueduseofaspecificmixofsecuritarianandhumanitarianpracticesbythe
affectedcountries.SincethebreakupofYugoslavia,theBalkanshavebeenpro-
gressively integrating into the European border regime, particularly through
EUandSchengenareaaccession,atvaryingspeedsandintensitiesacrossdiffer-
entcountries.ButafterMarch2016,theimportanceoftheBalkansasakindof
‘tamponzone’betweenthe‘outside’and‘coreEurope’hasrisentoamuchhigher
level(seeHameršak,Hess,Speer,StojićMitrović,2020).Someoftheevolving
featuresoftheborderregimeinSouth-EastEuropeinvolvetheriseofnewle-
galandpoliticalenclosuresaswellassecuritised infrastructuresalongall the
affectedcountries, thereby transformingsome traditionally transit states into
countriesofprolonged immobility (mostnotablyTurkey,Greece, Italy,Serbia
andBiH)(SeeStojićetal.,2022).
Consequently, thousandsofpeopleonthemovearedeprivedofbasic infra-

structure, basic services and access to any legal procedures. Forced collective
push-backsarebeingnormalisedinclearviolationofEUlaw,internationallaw
andvarioushumanrights conventions (seeBlackBookofPush-backs, 2020).
Walls,fencesandother‘technicalbarriers’arebeingerected,bringingnewdi-
visionsandtensionsbetweenthenationsoftheWesternBalkans,whicharestill
recoveringfromtheaftermathsofarecentcivilwar.Humanitarianapproaches
aresubordinatedtosecuritypriorities,andsolidarityactivitiesareincreasingly
criminalised.Politicalandmediarhetoricisescalating,presentingrefugeesasa
‘problem’,a‘burden’anda‘securitythreat’.SincethecrisisattheBelarus-Pol-
andborder,refugeeshaveincreasinglybeendescribedas‘weapons’,andcross-
bordermovementshavebeenreferredtoas‘hybridthreats.’Furthermore,even
ifrefugeesmanagetoovercomethesechallengesandreachEUMemberStates
toapplyforinternationalprotection,theystillencounternumerousdifficulties
andongoing insecurity. Insummary, theBalkanRoute ismoreakintoacom-
plexcircuit thanastraightforwardpath frompointAtopointB. Itresembles
aspiralorcycleof ‘hypermobility’,withmigrantsrepeatedlycrossingborders
andshiftingbetweenvariouslegalstatuses(seeStojićetal.,2022).Inshort,the
re-establishmentofthisintricateanddynamicborderregimehasnotreduced
borderviolenceorreinstatedadherencetointernationallawsandconventions
(seeHessandKasparek,2022).
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AlternateCurrent

On the other hand, several supportive initiatives have developed over the
pasttwodecadesintheformofsolidaritymovements,projectsandone-offor
permanent actions. In the Balkans too, solidarity structures engage in public
advocacyandcampaigns,assistingintegration,providinglegalassistance,and
establishing and maintaining community spaces. They are building critical
oppositiontogrowingright-wingpopulism,militarisationandubiquityofbor-
ders,increasedpoliceauthorities,newrestrictivelegislation,thenormalisation
of the practice of violent, brutal andmassive push-backs throughout the re-
gion,thehopelessnessandtragedyofthousandsofstrandedmigrantswithno
hopeforfurthertraveloranykindoflegalisationoftheirstatus.Activistsand
CSOsaredocumenting,researching,evaluatingandreflectingonthepastand
presentpoliciesandpractices.Theyarevisitingandmonitoringliminalspaces,
increasinglyforginglong-termorday-to-daytransnationalnetworksofsolidar-
ity.Togetherwithrefugeesandasylumseekers, theyconstituteanalternative
currentofmovement facilitationand integration,by forming ‘assemblagesof
mobilities’ (see Beznec and Kurnik, 2021), ‘border struggles’ (Mezzadra and
Neilson,2013)and‘jointagency’(KurnikandRazsa,2020).Thoseassemblages,
comprisedofpeopleonthemoveaswellas localandtransnationalcommuni-
ties,areaninterplayofvariousformsofresistanceandescape,ofwhatisalso
beingrefferedtoas‘mobilecommons’(Papadopoulos/Tsianos,2013)or‘ecologies
ofmobileexistence’(Casas-Cortes,CobarrubiasandPickles,2015).
One such example of transnational assemblages or joint agencies is the so-

calledBalkanversionoftheAlarmphone,enabledbyanactivistcollectiveInfo-
kolpa inSlovenia,migrants themselves andwith theassistanceof theBorder
ViolenceMonitoringNetwork. Itwas established in the first half of the year
2018,duringtheperiodofparticularlybrutalpush-backsoftheCroatianpolice
and the formationof a right-winggovernment inSlovenia. In thisperiod, al-
mosteveryperson, thatmanaged to reachSlovenia,wasdenied their right to
applyforasylum.Inthefirsthalfoftheyear,thenumberofcrossingsandthe
numberofasylumapplicationswereroughlythesame,asusual.InJunethesta-
tisticsradicallydropped,indicatingaradicalshiftintheconductofSlovenian
police, implying illegalpush-backsandcollectivereturns.Afterthefirst testi-
monialsaboutpush-backspublishedbydeportedindividualsandsolidarityvol-
unteersbasedinBosnianbordertowns,activistcollectiveInfokolpaestablished
aninfophonewithanaimtomonitorpoliceproceduresontheborder.People
on themovewere in constant contactwith thephonenumber, andonce rea-
chingSlovenia,senttheirdataandlocation,whichwasthenprovidedtothene-



34

Časopis za kritiko znanosti, domišljijo in novo antropologijo | 293 | Balkan Migration Route Revisited

arestpolicestation,severalnewsoutlets,NGOs,lawyersandstateinstitutions,
thusforcingthepolicetolocatethemigrantsandreceivetheirasylumrequests.
Insixmonthsofitsexistence,beforebeingcrackeddownbyextremepolitical
andmedia frenzy, thealarmphonemanaged to trackmore thana 100people
acrossbordersonapurelyvoluntarilybasisandcouldprovetobeasuccessful
practicewithabroaderpolitical,legalandfinancialassistance.10

In the context of a regime of deterritorialised, privatised, externalised and
digitalisedborders,theviewofa‘fortress’Europe’isincreasinglyobsoleteand
replacedbyaconceptof ‘liquidborders’ (seeMoraña,2021)ormembranesof
selectiveinclusionandexclusion.Byusingtheprimacyofautonomyofmigra-
tion (seeBojadžijev andKarakayali, 2002;Pajnik, 2019), the struggles for the
extension and deepening of citizenship rights (see Isin, 2002), as the key to
theanalysisofborderregimes,wecanmovebeyond thevalidationof theba-
nalityof the ‘border spectacle’ (DeGenova,2013). Instead,wecanonceagain
transgresstheborderbetweenthose,thatare‘inside’(theincluded,thecitizens,
thelegals)andthosesupposedlyonethe‘outside’(theexcluded,theforeigners,
theillegals).Byrecognizingthatbordermobilitiesandregimesareshapednot
onlybytheviolenceofsovereignpowerbutalsobythepowerofresistantas-
semblages,wecanfinallydiveintoadecolonisedepistemology,wherethebor-
derbetweenthemarginandthecentreisinperpetualfluxofcontestationand
negotiation.
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